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Harvard University Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies, USA
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Korean Advanced Institute of Science and
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Institut Teknologi Bandung, Indonesia
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Wageningen University & Research, Netherlands
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Nankai University College of Economic and Social
Development, China
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Novosibirsk State University, Russia
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Utrecht University, Netherlands
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Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM), Malaysia
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Brawijyaya University, Indonesia
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Chairperson of the GP-RSS
Graduate School of
Environmental Studies

Professor

Tomoki Nakaya

Foreward

The International Joint Graduate Program in Resilience and
Safety Studies (GP-RSS) is a constituent program of Tohoku
University’'s recent initiatives in international education.
Incorporating our strong network of affiliate schools worldwide,
we aim to provide world class education to our research leaders
of tomorrow. Following our university’'s accreditation as a
designated national university in 2017, “disaster and safety
sciences” was named as a key cluster of international research,
and our dedication to shaping global research through graduate
school education remains our top priority. Commencing in Spring
2019, our educational objective is to develop internationally
minded researchers, focusing on societal resilience and human
security, in increasingly uncertain times. Our extensive network
of collaboration with universities and institutions in Asia, Europe,
and North America create a versatile platform for our students to
work on diverse research topics and projects.

Students selected from the Graduate School of Environmental
Studies, International Research Institute of Disaster Science,
School of Engineering, School of Medicine, Graduate School
of Agricultural Science, and Graduate School of International
Cultural Studies will be expected to complete their departmental
curricula, transdisciplinary and international lectures, and spend
six months abroad during their Ph.D. with their collaborators
abroad. Through active student exchanges with our affiliates
overseas, we hope our students gain hands-on research
experiences and multidimensional perspectives that aid problem-
based learning. For our students to take advantage of the plethora
of opportunities our program provides, we offer financial support
and travel funding.

[ look forward to hearing from eager and enthusiastic
prospective candidates hoping to start their academic careers in

Japan and beyond.

Tomoki Nakaya
GP-RSS

International Joint Graduate Program in Resilience and Safety Studies



. Program Summary

. Overseas Affiliations

The International Joint Graduate Program in Resilience and Safety Studies (GP-RSS) is taught by
leading experts in the field of disaster sciences and human security. We invite world renowned
faculty from our affiliated partners worldwide, and through active student and faculty exchanges, we
hope to provide our graduate students with a research platform for integrated academic
specificity, international diversity, hands-on education in the field, and in academic collaboration.

All our lectures are held in English, and we will be tracking student progress through two
Qualifying Examinations (QEs). We strive for quality in our graduate school education.

To ensure that our graduate students can focus full-time in their research and studies, we provide
various forms of student support (e.g. - financial, travel funds, etc.).

Successful Ph.D. students will be entitled to diplomas that include a note of their completion of the
program, and where affiliate agreements exist between partnership schools, a certificate noting an
international joint degree.

Educational Objectives

Our graduate program aims to provide an international educational platform to develop and cultivate the

following research skills:

M Basic and applied knowledge in resilience and safety studies

M Transdisciplinary perspectives on resilience and safety studies

M Problem-based learning and international cooperation

M The ability to implement research at a global level, based on internationalism and first-hand resident research

experiences abroad

Curriculum

The GP-RSS curriculum is designed for a five-year Ph.D., with an option for doctoral students to enter through

DC advanced entry. All lectures are instructed in English.

Curriculum Flowchart
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Practica
Summer Schools

QE2 Final Exam

International Practicals Learning hands-on international
cooperation through research residency
6+ months in affiliated research institutions

Invitational Lectures and Joint Supervision by Affiliated Faculty
Honing skilis in international collaboration

International
Practicals

Transdisciplinary Development Subjects
Broader international and multidimensional perspectives

Transdisciplinary
Subjects

Pre-credits

Core Development Subjects
Basics andapplication of resilience and safety studies

Core Foundation

Subjects

Departmental Curriculum

Masters Thesis

% Pre-credits: classes taken prior to enrollment that may be accredited toward GP-RSS credits

Defense

Doctoral Dissertation

The GP-RSS has a growing network of affiliate universities and institutions. Our ties with
international institutions such as the UNU network, yields for unique opportunities in international
joint supervision.
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United Nations University Institute for
Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS), Germany

United Nations University Institute of
Advanced Studies (UNU-IAS), Japan

United Nations University International Institute for
Global Health (UNU-IIGH), Malaysia

Harvard University Reischauer Institute of
Japanese Studies, USA

National University of Singapore, Singapore
Tsinghua University, China

Seoul National University, Korea

Korean Advanced Institute of Science and
Technology (KAIST), Korea

Institut Teknologi Bandung, Indonesia

Wageningen University & Research,
Netherlands

Nankai University College of
Economic and Social Development, China

Novosibirsk State University, Russia
Utrecht University, Netherlands

Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM),
Malaysia

Brawijyaya University, Indonesia

Summer Schools and International Practicals

Summer Schools

Our students and faculty are encouraged to participate in summer

International Practicals

As a mandatory component of our program curriculum, Ph.D. students

As a part of the GP-RSS curriculum, our graduate students will have opportunities to attend summer
schools and experience international residency at our partner schools:

schools hosted by our affiliate research institutions. These short-term
opportunities serve as the basis for longer-term research networking
and and international cooperation.

will be spending a minimum of six months abroad experiencing research
residency at our affiliate research institutions. We hope students
will take advantage of these opportunities to cultivate their skills in
problem-solving and develop international research perspectives.



